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the State.” The Bill i rather technical and
I have endeavoured, as briefly as possible
to expla.m itsa provisions. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
tlme

* On motion by Hon, W. C. Angwin, debate
adjourned.

BILL—SLAUGHTER OF CALVES
RESTRICTION.

. Becond Reading.
'1‘he HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. F.

8. Willmott—Nelson) [10.13] in moving.

thc second reading said: All hon. members
who have giver this matter of the, indis-
criminate slaughter of female calves any
attention at all must agree with me that
it, j4 now a national necessity. that the
slanghter of female calves should be Te-
stricted. The slaughter of heifer calves in
the mectropolitan area has. been engaging
the attention of the Agrienltural Depart-
ment, for some years but no definite ar-
rangemeuts have ever been arrived at,
Various propositions were discussed from
time to time with the view of establish-
ing, a company for the purchase of all
calves in. the metropolitan area and
placing them on .varipus farms.. How-
ever, nothing eventuated in that direction.
The Government therefore. have. decided to
step in, and prevent this slaughter of fe-
male stock, with a view to increasing, .in-

stead of decreasing, the dairy herds of the,

State. - The need for dairy cows was never
so urgent as-at the present:time, and .the
proposed. action is fully justified. - When
the - calves .reach the prescribed age the
dairymen will be able to sell them at a fair
figure, It. may be necessary . for the Gov-
ernment to. step in and purchase some of
those . calves.
the cows in the metropolitan area, gener-
ally speaking, are the best milking cows in
the State; because the metropolitan dairy-
man cares not what pnce he pays so long
as the animal.he buys is a thoroughly good
dairy cow.. Hon, members may be sur-
priscd at learning ‘that there are 5,000 cows

in the. metropolitan area. The indiserimin-

ate s'laughter of calves, irrespeetive of sex;
that has been going on for years rcpresents
a great loss to the State. It ip time action
was taken. Dairy eows will be needed not
only for those returned soldiers who intend

to go in for dairying, but also for civil set-
tlers prepared to embark in the industry.-

In a period of 26 weeks B50 calves were
slanghtered in the metropolitan area. It ig
fair to assume.that 50 per eent. of those
were heifers, So that, in 26 weekb, 425
heifer calves were slaoghtered in  the
metropolitan area alone. The quality of
veal killed for the trade
be left to the health inspectors, who
are the best judges of what is fit for hyman
consumption. To my mind there is some-

thing repugnant in eating veal only a few.

days old. 'As there iamo restrietion at pre-

+ tremendoug slanghter of calves has
found to seriously affect the meat supply of

But.I might point out that.

can safely -
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sent, calves are killed almost as scon as
born. Again, there is the economic loss to
the State in killing a ealf that weighs less
than 50lbs. when that animal, if allowed to
grow to a reasopable size, w ould weigh ten
tinies as much, and the State would partici-
pate in the benefit. SBomewhat similar ac-
tion has heen taken in America, where the
been

that country. The Bill will probably save
the slaughtering of over 2,000 heifer calves
in the metropolitan area in one year. When
it ia remembered what we pay to-day for im-
ported butter, it will be agreed that any-
thing that -ean .be done to assist the dairy-
ing industry in this State should be done.

This small Bill will matena.l]y help that in-
dustry. I move— .

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Mr. LUTEY {Brownhill-Ivanhoe)
[10.20]: I have no objection to the Bill, hut
I think it should go farther and provide
against spaying. A spayed calf would be
more valuable at the end of gix months than
before.

The Honorary Minister:
with that in Committee,

Question put .and pasged.
Bill read a saeoud tinie,

We can deal

House ad;oumed at. 19. 21 p'm
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ILLNESE OF PRE SIDENT—ELECTION

OF DEPUTY PRESTDENT

The Clerk: I have to aunnounce that the
President is ueable to be present, owing to
li-health, .

. The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon, C.
F ‘Baxter—East). [4 31]: T am gure all
hoii. members will join with me in regret-
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ting that our President is prevented from
toking his customary place in this Chamber,
and in hoping that his illness will not prove
of a serious nature. All of us trust that the
President will in the very near future again
enjoy his usual good health and resume his
position here. In the circumstanees I move—

That the Hon. J. F. Allen take the

Chair ag Deputy President.

Question put and passed.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT then
the Chair, and read prayers.

PQINT OF ORDER—PAPERS ORDERED.
The HONORARY MINISTER {(Hon. C.

F. Baxter—East) [4.34]: I have here cer-
tain papers of a confidential nature which
were ordered by the House to be laid on the
Table, at the instance of the Hon. H.
Stewart, I am prepared to lay these papers
before you, Mr. Deputy President; but in
view of their highly coufidential nature they
cannot be placed emongst the papers laid on
the Table. They relate to the Mines De-
partment explosives file referred to in Mr.
Stewart’s. remarks- at the last sitting of the
Houge.

URGENCY MOTION—ROYAL SHOW,
STOCK TRANSPORT.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT ([4.35]: 1
have received from the Hon. V. Hamersley
the following commumication:—

I wish, in accordance with the provisions
of Standing Order No. 58, to move the
adjournment of the House in order to
draw sattention to & matter of urgency,

which is as follows: Exhibitors of stock’

at the Boyal Show have been puf to much
inconvenience owing to the action of the
Railway " Department, and unless immedi-
ate steps are taken to remedy their aetion
considerable loss will be incurred in ex-
hibitors’ getting their stock returned after
the show,

Tt will be necessary for four members to rise

in their places in support of the motion.

TFour members having risen in their places,

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY (East [436]: I
trust hon. members will believe that I have
not lightly undertaken the moving of this
urgency motion. At all evenfs, T am sure
that X shall be able to advance quite suffi-
cient reasons to induee hon. members to sup-
port me in my action. I regard the subject
of this motion as one of the utmost urgency.
In previous years exhibitors of stock at the
Royal Agricunltural Show have experienced
vexatious difficulties. There- have always
been complzints from exhibitors residing at
oviside centres on the acore of alow transit
on the railways of their valuable stock com-
signed to the show grounds. The Royal Apg-
ricnltural Society have from fime to -time
approached the Railway Department on the
subject, and in previons years the depart-

took *
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ment have undoubtedly made every effort to
give quick transit. QOn various occasions they

"have carried out their undertakings in & -

fairly satisfactory manner. 1 visited the
gshow grounds to-day, and had diseussions
with_some exhibitors of valuable stock; and
I found those exhibitors to he smarting under
a grievance. Tt appears that the Royal Ag-
rieultural Society this year again approached
the Railway Department and obiained a
promise of quick transit, and even of special
trains, for stock exhibits. In this connection
T wish to give details of one of those special
trains—a train timed to leave Beverley at
6.40 a.m, yesterday, Monday. Along the
Great Southern Railway there are of course
many sidings, and several branch lines join
it. I personally was at one of those branches
namely, Toodyay, on Sunday afternoon,
and there saw various owners trucking
stock. Those owners were working pretty
hard on Sunday afternoon to get their stock
loaded on the train, and that stock would
have to remain in the trucks the whole of
SBuanday night. The action was taken so that
there might be no delay to the train ams far
as the owners were concerned. I believe the
train left Beverley at the appointed time,
6.40 a.m. yesterday; but it took about five
hours to reach Spencer’s Brook, a distance
of 40 miles. On that train were animaly for
which the owners have paid large sums of
money. The delay was certainly not due to

" any action on the part of the owners; nor

wag it due to the picking up of other trucks
of stock. The delay was due to that special
train, which was intended to give quick
transit of valuable stock, stopping to pick up
trucks of chaff and trucks of wheat and
probably other poods. T helieve that at one
station some machinery, a reaper and binder,
had to be put off; and I understand that
had it not been for the fact that some of
the exhibitors were on board and helped to
pull the machinery off the trucks and get it
out of the way, there would have been even
greater delay. The gravest complaint in eon-
nection with this method of transporting
stock to the show is that all the unneeessary
trucking and shunting to which I have re-
ferred entails a great deal of knocking ahout
of the -animals on the train. That iz most
annoying to the owners of, say, horzes that
may have cost £200 or £300 each, and
stud sheep that have been carefully murtured
thronghout the year. Personally I can see
no exeuse for the Railway Department
in this matter. 1 presume the Rail-
way Department, like the State Govern-
ment, wish to encourage the exhibition of
high class stock at the Royal Agrieultural
Skow; and the department should wake up
to a realisation that conduct on their part
sneh as I have described would cause the
exhibitors of stock to go out of business
a8 revards show purposes. The breeders of
valuable stock do not exhibit their animals
just for what they dre going to make in the
way of prizes. The healthy rivalry en-
couraged by the showing of high class
animals leads to coneiderable traffie from the
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country districts into the city, thus largely
benefiting the revenue of the Railway De-
partment. I believe there is not an hotel
in the eity but is overcrowded with show
vigitors. Unless the Railway Department
realise that they must give quick and direet
trangit to stock intended for the show,
many exhibitors, who are to-day much wor-
ried over this matter, will do what a num-
ber have already dome, and decide to re-
frain from sending stock to future shows.
I have brought this matter forward as one
of urgency because the Railway Department
have given an undertaking to the committee
of the Royal Agricultural Society that they
would see these trains were run to suit
stock owners and because one or two parti-
cular exhibitors who have written letters
to the Minister in control hold a reply to the
effect that everything was in order. See-
ing the railways have failed to earry out
“their undertaking to bring the stock down
to the show ground in a satisfactory man-
ner, they wish to know straight away what
chance they will have on Thursday next to
get their stock returned to the various des-
tinations under better conditions. The
stock may leave the show prounds at 430
p-m. on-Thursday next and owners wish to
be relieved from the anxiety that last year's
experience may be repeated. Last year,
when they went to remove their stock from
the grounds, they found that neither trucks
nor engine had bheen provided at the Clare-
mont railway atetion. When the gtock left
the show ground, the different owners were
tumbling over one another. They waited
for a considerable time for the trueks to
arrive, and then there was a scramble and
loss of time in getting the stock away.
There were also great delays befora the
stock arrived at the respective destinations.
They hope that some move will be made to
force the department to have the trucks in
readiness at 4.30 p.m. on Thursday. In
connection with the stock train from Bev-
orley, it was arranged that a passenger
carriage should be attached, and some pas-
sengers travelled by it. The train left
Beverley at 6.40 a.n. and was due to ar-
rive at 3,30 p.m., but did not arrive until
5 p.m, end the passengers had the trying
experience of being unable to obtain re-
freshments along the route. In some in-
stances, people had not carried lunech and,
when they arrived at Claremont several
ladies were in almost a fainting condition
through lack of sustenance due to the long
weary hours during which they had been
joited about at the different sidings. Stock
owners have invested large sums of money,
and it is the duty of the House to draw the
attention of the Government to the fact that
the very greatest consideration should be
given to their requirements. I saw stock
being leaded on Sunday afternoen last and
the particular trucks being used had been
recently cleaned, but I understand from one
or two exhibitors that this does net Apply
to the trucks supplied at other centres, and
that some of the long-woolled sheep have
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arrived in a very unpleasant state through
the dirtiness of the trucks. The Agricultural
Society stipulate that the stock shail not be
covered; the Railway Department have an
instruetion that straw shall not be used in
trueks in which stock is carried. The rea-
son for the latter instrnction, I believe, is
that on one occasion a truek in which straw
bad been used to bed some animals was ig-
nited by sparks from the engine. The truck
was burned and the stock perished, There
may be a good reason for prohibiting bed-
ding in the trucks but it is necessary that
the Agricultural Society should alter its
method and allow some form of covering, to
sheep in particular, or insist that the Rail-
way Department provide thoroughly clean
trucks in every instance. The train system,
too, should be sc arranged that the stock
néed not be loaded on Sunday evening.
Where stock has to travel only about 100
miles and is not required at Claremont until
3.30 or 4 p.n. on Monday afternoon, it
should bhe sufficient if the train staried
from 2 place such ss Beverley at a later
hour. However, stock owners do not com-
plain of having to load on Sunday after-
noon or evening, but they do complain that,
after .having loaded, the railways took sueh
an inordinate length of time to land their
stock at Claremont. The trouble has arisen
beeause the stoek did not. arrive until 6
o’clock in the evening., This meant that

stock owners and their representatives
were working till all hours of the
night te get the stock into the

various seetions on the show pground. One
Iarge exhibitor failed to get his stock before
the judges, probably beeause the people ap-
pointed to receive it would not work over-
time, I saw his stoek put on the trueks, and
I can only assume that the delays oceasioned
on the journey resulted in the undertaking
to get the stock penned on the show ground
not being carried ont. I think I have said
sufficient to induce the House to support my
motion that the Government urge upon the
Railway Department the necessity for hack-
ing up the producers and exhibitors at the
Royal Apgricultural Society’s show better
than they have done. .

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The hon.
member has not mentioned in his motion the
date to which the House should adjourn.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: T would add that
the House adjourn ‘‘till Friday at 4.30
P‘m',’

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon,
C. F.  Baxter—East) [4.56]: The hon. mem-
her has made out a very good case. I am
not in a position to criticise his statements,
but T feel it i3 a matter which requires im-
mediate action on the part of the Govern-
ment, I certainly' sympathise with stock
owners in having heen put to so mueh in-
convenience as the hon. member has peinted
ont and I recogmise that apecial provision
should be made in the case of show stock,
That does not appear to have been done.
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T am prepared to take up this matter with
my colleagues and see if definite and better
arrangements can be made for the return of
the stock on Thursday next. There may be
some defence on the part of the department,
but the most important matter now is to see
that stock owners are protected and that the
stock is despateched in good time to the
various destinations.

Hon. J. Nicholson: And a promise for the
future,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I will
also mention the faet urged by the hon.
momnber that speeial provision should be
made to meet such cases in future, Stock
should have speeial and quick transit and,
when it is to be earried for a long distanece,
2 gpecial stock train should be provided. . I
will take the matter up this evening and see
if arrangements ecaunot be made on the lines
sueggested.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM (North)
[4.58]:. After what has fallen from the
leader of the House, it seems almost saper-
fluigus to say anything further. I wonld
like to . emphasise and particularise the

statements made by Mr. Hamersley because.

it is of . the greatest importance to this
State that special encouragement should be
given to people who patronise the Royal
Show at Claremont. Tt is a matter of edu-
cation, not a matter of L 5. 4. Even if it
(oes not pay the railways, the society should
be encouraged and every facility should be
given to those who patronise the-show. Let
us take a case which happened recently. An
cuterprising man at Wagin spent £700 on
the purchase of two rams at a time when
the transit from Sydney was most diffieult
and expensive, If he intended to exhibit
those sheep in Perth, we could hardly ask him
to put them into dirty trucks and to submit
to such long delays on the railway journey.
Those ,are the sheep we want- to see- for
educatignal purposes. There are two ways
of sending sheep to the show; either in
crates or open. trucks.
crates, we_know. that that is a very expen-
give method. Weights and measurements

are costly, and if we send them in open

trucks we have to put up with whatever
tréatment they "may get by being jerked
about during the process of shnnting. That
should not oceur when valuable animals are
being moved about by the Railway Depart-
ment. I happen to know from a reliable
souree, in accordance with a sfatement
made the other day, when the question of
the shortage of trucks was brought- up,
that the trucks which were available for
stock were so few that there was no time to
clean them. The Department, I understand,
told the people who wished to have stock
conveyed to the market, that they must
either take a dirty fruek or go without.
This is what I have been informed. It em-
phasizes the statement that I have made,
that if .the Government are going to conduct
the railways in a satisfactory way, they
must provide s sufficient number of trucks

If we send them in-
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to¢ permit of the business being carried on
properly, and not do as ia being done now.
In this particular case I have much plea-
sure . in supporting Mr. Hamersley’s re-
marks. Every faeility should be given to
bring valuable stock to the Royal Show for
exhibition and eduveational purposes. We
are fully aware that the Railway Depart-
ment do not make very much. from the con-
veyance of this kind of stock, because we
know they take the stoek back free; that
a charge is only made for one way. Wea
recognige that, but even so, every care
should he taken and enconragement given
to induee those who own valuable atock to
exhibit them, so that they may be seen
by everyone. I have pleasure im support-
ing the motion.

Hon. J, A. GRTIG (South-Bast) [5.4]:
I support Mr. Hamersley’s motion, becanse
we cannot too strongly impress upon the
Government the advantages of the Royal
Bhow to Western Australia., A few years
ago, just before the war broke out, I found
from statistics that one out of every seven
people in Western Australia at{enced the
Roynl Show. That goes to prove the value
of that institution from -an edneational
peint of view, TIf we have atock in good
condition, we have something to be proud
of. Not only do the people from Weatern
Australia attend that show, but we have
amongst the visitors, leading stock men
from all over Australia, comparing the
gtock bred in this country with the stock
bred in other parts of the Commonwealth,
and: if our stock is exhibited here with
stains on the wool as a resnlt of the sheep
being bumped about in shunting, and if
the wool is diseoloured, that ean only stand
as a disgrace to the railway asystem. T was
rather surprised to think that the Depart-
ment had taken as much as five hours to
cover a distance of 40 miles. After having
had a consultation with one of the heads of
the Railway Department a few weeks ago,
T was under the impression that the Depart-
ment. were fully alive to the requirements
of the Royal Agricultural Society and alse
the requirements of many agricultural se-
cieties throughout the State. I wag told
that every facility would be given for the
transport of stock, I belisve that at all
times the railways should be run as econo-
mically as possible, but when the Deopart-
ment take into consideration the amount
they are making out of the conveyance of
people from the country to the city, I think
they ean well afford to lose a little over the
transit of stock. It is 2 penny wige and
ponnd foolish policy to put on a mixed
train for the conveyance of stock, The
stoek for exhibition purposes. at the Show
gshould he earried by the Railway Depart-
ment in a special stock train. I support
the- motion.

.Hon, E. ROSE (South-West) [58]: In
supportiog the motion of the hon. member,
T regret very much the necessity has arisen
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for moving it. There is no doubf we have
mueh causs for complaint about the slow
manner in which the Railway Department
run the trains, I was fold last night that
the stock train from Bunbury to Claremont
was delayed for five hours in the yards at
Perth, for what reason I do not know, and
the stock which should have arrived at
Claremont early in the afternoon did not
get there until 5.30. There was one remark
made by Mr. Hamersley to which T must
take exception, and it is in connection with
the efforts of the Railway Department in
previous yeats. Last year and the year be-
fore at the half-yearly meeting of the Royal
Agricultural Somety, a resolution was car-
ried on eath occasion to the effect that a
letter of appreciation be forwarded to the
Railway Department for the manner in
which they had carried on the service of
conveying stock to and from the show. We
had no ecomplaint whatever last year or the
year before. Whenever there is cause for
complaint, I consider it should be made to
the Council of the Royal Society, and it
should be for that body to take steps to
bring about an alterntion. As the motion
has been moved, however, I think it would
be a good thing to stir up the Deparfment
so that they may have the necessary trucks
ready on Thursday. The stock owners were
all pleased last year with the efforts of the
Department and I think whenever we have
satisfaction given to us we should show our
appreeiation.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY (East—in reply)
[6.9]: T have no desire to earry the motion
to a division. I am glad to have the assur-
ance of the Honorary Minister that the Gov-
crnment will take steps to see that every-
thing to which I have referred is looked
into. With regard to what Mr. Rose has
said, that a question of this kind should be
reported to thé Council of the Agricultural
Society, I would point out that it is the
dgpartment’s failure to earry out the under-
taking to that council which has prompted
me to bring this matter forward as an urgent
one, as the department have failed to con-
vey the stock to the show grounds in good
time. As there is liftle time left before
Thursday afternoon, I consider it most neces.
sary that we shonld go beyond the Cowneil of
the Agricultural Society. That is my reason
for bringing it Lefore the House and stress-
ing the importance of gefting quicker tran-
git from the show grounds after the stock
have heen there for exhibition. With the
~rmission of the Houwse I will withdraw
the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn,

BlLL — KALGOORLIE ¥FRIENDLY 8O-
CIETIES INVESTMENT VALIDA-
TION.

In Committee.

Clange 2—Validation of investments of
society :

773

Hon. J. F. Allen in the Chair;
Millington in charge of the Bill,

The CHAIRMAN: An amendment has
Leeh' moved by the Hon. A. J..H. Saw, that
in line two after tha word ‘‘company’’ the
worda ‘“to the extent ‘of 300 contributing
shares and 500 fully paid shares’’ bé added.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I regret I cannot
support the amendment moved by Dr. Saw,
We were led to believe that there was no
ohjection on the part of competing traders
in Kalgoorlie to the passing of this Bill, but
| hold in my hand a telegram which I have
received from the combined chemists of
Kalgoorlie which reads—

Kelly Ltd. Friendly Societies are still
trading with the general public in spite
of the many protests made by goldficlds
chemigts. Tt was stated in the House no
objection ever been made, This is abso-
lutely untrue.

The telegram is signed by John Boilean and
threc others. We were told when the Bill
was introdnced that the same thing was
being done in Boulder and in Perth and
Fremantle. In those places, however, the
friendly societies have their own echemists
and they p:ov1de medicites for their own
members, I suggest that that is not doing
in Perth and Boulder what Keily & Co. are
deing in Kalgoorlie.

The CHAIRMAN:
only the amendment,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Money has been
sitbseribed by the friendly societies in Eal-
poorlie for a speeifie purpose under the Aect.
This ‘money -is utilised not only to provide
medicine for the friendly societies, but to
carry on a chemist’s business in Kalgoorlie
dealing with the general public. It is con-
trary to the Aet, To validate this would be
to establish a dangerous precedent, I am
opposed to the Bill altogether.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: I 4id not say
that no objection had been raised by the
Kalgoorlie echemists. Juat the same, I have
not seen any objection from those chemists;
and even if they had objected, T have more
congideration for the interests of thousands
of friendly society members than for the
interests of the three competing chemists in
Kalgoorlie. It has been said that if this
in permitted to continue it will be an en-
courngement to other friendly societies to
bLranch out into other forms of business. Of
course that is idle, for the Aet merely givey
them permission to supply medicine to their
members. They have taken what seems to
be technically improper means of doing this,
but that is not to say they would go outside
the Aet and supply their members or any-
hody else with other poods. I did net say
definitely that the friendly societies’ dispen-
sary of Perth traded with the public; in
fact I said I was not clear on the point, I
find that, as a malter of fact, the Perth
friendly soeieties’ dispensary iz not on all
fours with that in Kalgoorlie, for the insti-
totion in Perth is subsidised by the Govern-
ment.

Hon. H.

We' are discussing
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The CHAIRMAN: We cannot discuss the
clause generally, but only the amendment.

Hon. H, MILLINGTON: I am sorry; I
havé been léd away by what has been said
by the hon. member, The business in Kal-
goorlie is in fair competition with the other
chemists, having no advantage over them,
but those other chamists are net prepared
to accept legitimate competition. At the
last sitting I agreed to report progress to
allow of further evidence in support of the
amendment being secured. No such evidence
is forthecoming. I do not see any very ser-
jous objection to the amendment, but X
shounld prefer the clause as printed.

Hon. J, CORNELL: On the second read-
ing debate I said that, although I was very
well known in Boulder and Kalgoorlie, I had

not received & single protest from the Kal-

goorlie chemists.- I spent Saturday and yes-
terday up there, yet I can still say T have
not received any protests from the Kalgoor-
lic chemists.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: 8inee Mr. Mil-
lington has no serious objection to the
amendment, perhaps we had better adopt it.
It is of considerable importance. Both the
amendment and the Bill are slovenly pieces
of work.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can-
not disenss the Bill. .

Hon, A. SANDERSON: The question is,
do the Kalgoorlie company sell to the pub-
lic? Mr. Millington cannot' say for certain.

Hon. J. J, Holmes: They do sell to the
publie.

The CHAIRMAN: We cannot discuss
that phase of the question on this amend-
ment. The amendment is for the purpose of
limiting the number of shares to be held.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: If the friendly
gocieties held all the shares in the company
+—which they do not—and traded only with
their own members, they could proceed. If
we agree to the amendment providing that
they are to hold omly certain shares, they
will be trading iilegally. If I were in charge
of the Bill I would not aceept the amend-
ment, It may have a very important effect.

Hon., A. J. H. 8AW: T should like to see
stated definitely in the Bill the number of
shares the company are to hold. According
to the statement by the sceretary of the Kal-

goorlie friendly societies, the whole of the

ghares held give only a minor interest of
about one-third in the eompany. Under those
circamstances the business cannot be said to
he the dispensary of the Kalgoorlie Friendly
Societies’ Association; it is, rather, a public
company. But if the number of shares held
were more than one-half it would give the
association a controlling interest in the com-

pany, and for all practieal purposes the

chemist’s shop would be the dispensary of
the association. In view of the stafements
of the secretary of the Kalgoorlie friendly
societies, we are validating an action which
gives the societies the control on something
like one-third of the shares in the company.

Hon. J, BE. DODD: There are certain
matters which become matters of custom,
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and this is especially so in Ealgoorlie. There
is, one matter in eonnection with. the friendly
societies in [Kalgoorlie which has become a
cugtom cver since the minmes were in exist-
ence, and that is that the men are
compelled by custom to contribute towards
a fund to provide for their dispensary needs.
This has becomé customary in the case of
the Boulder friendly societies, and I eannot
see- why the Kalgoorlie friendly. societies
should not have the same privilege extended
to them. Dr. S8aw seeks to conirol the in-
tercets that the Kalgoorlie friendly societies
may . hold in this company. They have not
enongh money to secure the whole of the
business but, if they can find the money
later on, will they have te come to Parlia-
ment and ask for a validation of their ac-
tion? I should be sorry if the Committee
limited the activities of the amalgamated
friendly societies of Kalgoorlie in the way
suggested, I have at all events received no
protests from Kalgoorlie in the matter, or
heard of any.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: I am more con-
vinced than ever that the amendment should
he put in. Dr. Saw proposes to limit the
holding of these friendly societies. The true
importance of the amendment cannot be ex-
plained until we come to the phase dealt
with in the amendment I have to move later.
It is very extraordinary that Mr, Dodd
should not have heard of the protest which
has been made. I can at all events confirm
what has bheen 3aid about a protest.

Hon, J. DUFFELL: 1If those who are
holding the balance of power in this digpen-
sary concern should ecome to a disagreement
with the executive of the friendly societies,
the business would stop, and the friendly
societies providing the medicines would be
compelled to go to those chemists who have
fought and defeated them in their effert to
establish their own dispensary. The friendly
societies would not have the control of this
business. In the Eastern States thigz system
has been in vogue for many years, and
friendly societies have had their own dispen-
saties and given the best of medicines to
their members.

Hon, A, Sanderson: May they trade with
the general public?®

Hon, J. DUFFELL: I have no objection
to that. The proceeds of the business they
have done has enabled them to acquire the
large number of shares that we are now
asked to validate the purchase of. I do not
see why they shounld not sell proprietary
medicives, and he satisfied with a sthaller
profit than that usually asked for by the
ovdinary chemist. It is mot the business of
the Pharmaceutical Society of Western Aus-
tralin to say whether the friendly soticties
shall do this or mot. T shall sapport the
Bill as printed.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: I sce no objection
to the amendment. The association have
invested a certain amount of money in this
ventuie. They invested it in the belief that
they were doing it legally, but it has now
been found to have been an illegal aet. Im
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view of all the circumstances I think we
should validate their action. The societies
have a sum of £800 invested in this company.
All that we ought to do is to see that these
societies do not have power to invest money
beyond that which has already been in-
vested. We should limit their activities to
this particular investment. This will pre-
vent any mistake occurring in the future.
The amendment will do mo harm, because
the profits earned will enhance the capital
value of the shares and the money will come
back to the societies. I propose to support
the amendment.

Hon. J. 'W. EIRWAN: I urge upon Mr.
Millington to accept the amendment. I do
not think it is of any consequence, nor will
it alter the position. Yesterday I had a
eonversation with representatives of the
friendly societies in Kalgoorlie, and they
gaid it was immaterial whether the amend-
ment was inserted or not.

Hon., H. MILLINGTON: The Bill is to
validate a certain investment. So far as
the 500 fully paid shares are econcerned
everything Js clear, but there are 300 con-
tributing shares upon which an amount of
8s. or 9s. I believe has been paid.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It is 4s.

Hon, H. MILLINGTON: What will be the
position of the Kalgoorlie friendly societics
in the event of their desiring to call up
more capital on these contributing shares?
I want to be quite clear that the societies
would not be breaKing the Jaw if they made
a further investment of actual eash- with a
view to still further increagzing the capital
value of these contributing shares. The
point iz a legal one. That is the only ob-
jection I have,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The amendment
refers, not to £300, but to 300 contributing
shares, and to 5()0 fully paid shares,

Amendment put and passed; the clause
ag amended agreed to. . .

New clanse:

Hou. A. SANDERSON: T shall not move
the amendment which I have placed on the
Wotice Paper, but, instead, I move—

That the following be inserted to stand
as Clanse 3:—*‘The said sociely may and
shall hold and Qdispose of such shares as
Jawful owners thereof within 12 months
from the passing of this Aet.’?

T am in no way hostile to the Bill, but 1
am hostile to letting a piece of work which
will satisfy nobody pass this Chamber, My
amendment will validate what the society
have done, and will antomatically wind up
the affair and get the society out of anm un-
tenable position.

Hon. H. Millington: The society may get
no purehaser for the shares,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: That is a very
important interjection. Assuming for the
moment that the society could noft carry
out the new clanse hy seiliug the shares,
what would that mean? . That. the invest-
ment was bad. The investment is illegal,
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but still it might be a very good investment.
The Registrar of Friendly Societies objects
to the investment, not because it is good
or beeause it is bad, but because it is illegal.
This amendment will restore the society to
its proper and legal position with regard to
the other friendly societies in Western Aus-
tralia, My amendment is not drafted
lightly. I have submitted it to two parties
whose opinions woald cearry weight here.
I .regret exceedingly that I was mot
able to place it on the Notice Paper.
However, the information we get about this
Bill, step by step, is.so exasperating to any-
one. who tries to follow it, that if anyone is
to blame it iz the member who introduced
the Bill. Having validated an illegal act,
let us not make an exception of this par-
ticular friendly society, but let us put the
society back in rvank with the other friendly
societies, or, if it is wished, bring all the
other friendly societics up to rank with the
Kalgoorlie society. Suppose this new clause
passes, what will happen? This Kalgoorlie
soeiety will sell the shares held in the limited
liability cempany, and then the society will
be exactly where they were before commit.
ting the illegal act; and all other friendly
societies will be in the same position, 1f the
new clause iz not passed, it means that we
specially single ont the Kalgoorlie society
and permit them to do an illegal aet which
the other societies are not permitted to do,

Hon. A. H. Panton: Have not the other
societies already got their dispensariest

Hon. A. SANDERSON: It is perfectly
true that any friendly society may have a
chemist’s shop for members only. Last week
I asked Mr. Millington whether the dispen-
sary here in question also sold to the publie,
and, aceerding to the newspaper report, Mr.
Millington "replied that he could not say for
certain whether they did or not. At thig
very moment the Committee do not know
whether that chemist’s shop sells to the pub-
lic or not.

Hon, A, H. Panton: Assume that it does
not.
Hon, A. SANDERSON: Then there is a

very curious state of affairs—a limited lia-
hility company with one-third of ity shares
held by the friendly society not selling to
the public. Tt is very difficult to believe
that. I am not questioning the bena fides
of any member of the Committee or of the
friendly society. The aceeptance of the new
elause will put the matter on a satisfactory

footing. . . .
Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I agree with Mr.

Sanderson. If we allow the Bill to go

through, the Xalgoorlie friendly societies

will be able to do what no other society can
do, simply because they have ecommitted an
illegal act, The Ralgoorlie sociebies ac-
ceptell money from shareholders for a speci-
fie purpese and illegally invested it in this
business, and mow Wwe are asked to legalise
their aetion. We have done so0, but we
should compel them to go out of the busi-
ness upon which they should never have en-
bered. If the friendly societiea were satis-
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fied ,to‘supply their own members, there

would be no more to bhe said.

- Hon. B. G. Ardagh: Then give them the
right to buy up the rest of the shares.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: But they are trad-
ing with the general public to the detriment
of others, We are told the same thing hap-
pens in Perth, Fremantle, and elsewhere. It
does not apply elsewhere. In other places,
members only are supplied.

Houn., J. Duffell: Tt is done all over Aus-
tralia. ‘ .

Hon. J. J. HOLMES:; There is not a
specific dase in Anstralia where it is done.

Hon. J. Duffell: Yes, Bendigo.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If we do not aec-
cept the mew clausé, we shall be putting the
Kalgoorlie societies in a position which no
other society is in.

"Hon. J. DUFFELL: I have been assoei-
ated with friendly societies for over 40
years .and belong to more than one such
soeiety in this State. If I could propose
Mr, Holmes and Mr. Sanderson for mem-
bership, they would be in a position to talk
on a matter of which they are at present
totally ignorant. Mr. Sanderson’s objection
is to the trade name of the friendly socie-
tics—-M. Kelly, Ltd.

Hon. A. Sanderson: Nothing of the sort.

Hon. J. DUFPELL: It was necessary for
the Kalgoorlie friendly societies to be able
to dispense the medicines required by their
members. When they lannched inte the
business, it was not posaible to .obtain the
requigite articles except at an extortionate
price, but an opportunity occurred to buy
an, established business, As @ result of
thrift and good fortune, they were able to
acqitire a certain number of shares in the
business. Now Mr. Sanderson would compel
them to sell out. Is it reasonable to compel
them to do so? Owing to an oversight, they
heve committed a breach of the Aet and are
seeling to have it rectified. The new clause
wonlill bave a detrimental effect on friemdly
societies, whose object is to relieve suffering
and distress and provide means for people
to set aside portion of their meagre wages
for times of need.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: The Kalgoorlis
gocieties have committed an illegal act. I
am willing to validate it, but are we to sanc-
tion a perpetnation of the illegality$

Hon, J. W, Kirwan: Would you com-
pel them to scll the shares at a big losa?

Hen. E. M, CLARKE: We should legalise
their act, but T am not prepared to say what
ghould be done in futnre,

Hon. J. Duifell: Then "you must vote
against the new clause.

Hon. E. M, CLAREKE: Tt would be better
not to diseuss the future., TLet ng legalise
their act, and allow the matter to stand at
that.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: While there i3 a
good deal to be said in support of the new
clause, there is another aspect to be con-
sidered. The combined societies, who have
invested their money in this way, would be
compelled to sell ont within the time stipu-

.was speaking, Mr.
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lated. When anyone is under compulsion to
sell, he cannot realise the amount he would
get if there were no compulsion. It is not
our wish to foree the societies to sell at a
saerificial prl(.e Having regard to the un-
falr position in which the Kalgoorlie friendly
societies “wounld be placed, it would not be
right to support the proposed new clause.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: While Mr. Holmes
‘Ardagh interjected that
we should give the societies the right to buy
up the rest of the shares. In reply, I say,
let them buy up the whole of the shares.
We are at variance with regard to the facts:
Mr. Duffell says this sort of thing is per-
mitted in other parts of Australia, In
South Australia, the Attorney General pro-
gecuted a Mt. Gambier society for doing
precisely what the Kalgoorlie societies have
done, The case was taken to the State
Supreme Court and to the Federal High
Court and the decision was a.ga.mst the
friendly society.

Hon, J. DUFFELL: The Mt. Gambier
society did not get a validating measore
pasged by Parliament, but that does not
alter the fact that friendly societies at Ben-
digo and in other parts of Australia have
done the same thing. Tf the Mi. Gambier
gociety had asked for a validating Act, no

doubt they would have been successful.

Siltt-ing suspended from 6.15 to .30 p.m.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I would like to
reply to the objection raised by Mr, Nichel-
aon which seems a reasonable one. In view
of all the cireumastances, and if the sale did
not take place, and if the company made re-
presentations to the registrar and the Gov-
ernment, there is no doubt the Government
would take the necessary steps to protect
the society. That would be my answer—not
a very satisfactory answer I admit, but the
most satisfactory that can be given to a
most unsatisfactory Bill. No one can be
satisfied with the Bill as it is at present.
Very few here can give a statement of the
facts of the case and unless we put in the
amendment I suggest, which will be some
protection, we are validating in Western
Australia wbat in South Australia they pro-

'secute the socicties for doing. There I pro-

pose to leave it.
New clauge put and negatived.
Preamble, Title—agread to.
Bill reported with amendments,

BILL—DIVORCE ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from 2nd October. Hon. J. F.
Allen in the Chair; Hon. J. Nicholgon in
charge of the Bill, ’

Clanse 7—Amendment of Section 23 of
prineipal Act:

The CHAIRMAN: Hou. J. W. Kirwan
had moved an amendment to add at the end
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of paragraph (d) the following proviso:—

+iProvided that the inganity of a wife, when'

. such insanity is the result of pregnancy,
childbirth, or lactation, shall be no ground
for a petltlon for dissolution of marrmge on
the part of the husband.’’

Amendment put and a division taken mth
the following result:— ‘

Ayes e .. .. 8
Noes .. .. 10
Majority againgt 2
AYES.
Hon. H. Carson Hon. ‘A, Sanderson
Hon: J, Quoningham | Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. J. W. Hitkey Hon, R. @. Ardagh
Hon. J. W. Kirwan (Teller.)
Hon. J. .Miils
. NOES. .
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. B.. M. Clarke’ Hon, H, J, Saunders
‘Hon. J. Duffell Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. J, A. QGreig ‘Hon. G, W, Miles
. Hen. R. J. Lyen (Teller.)
Hon. H. Milllngtan -

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Section 28 of the
prineipal Act sets out the grounds on which
divoree may be granted, and amongst these
is desertion for s period of five years and
upwards, T propese to move in the direction
of reducing the period from five {o thres
years, which I think is long enough if it ¢an
be shown that the parties have been sep-
arated for that time and that there is no
reagonable hope of their being brought to-
gether again. I move an smendment—

That the following be added to the
clanse ‘‘and is further amended by strik-
ing out the word ‘five’ in the last line of
the section and ingerting the word
‘three.’ *’

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: In most countries
where divorce ¢an be obtained on the ground
of desertion, three years is the prevailing
period. In this SBtate it must continne for
five years. Three years is a fair period to
allow. I will not oppose the anfendment.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: The Committee
is entitled to know what is the law in the
other Btates. Three years sdems a very
short period. :

Hon. J. Nicholson:
Victoria.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: It is mot so in
South Australia. I shoold like to know what
the period is in each of the other States

Hon. J. Nicholsor: In New South Wales
the priod is three years, and so too in Vie-
toria. In South Australia it is the same as
in England. In the province of Natal it is
18 months.

Hon. A, BANDERSON: TIf these are the
cirenmstances, what induced the sponsor of
the Bill to insert five years?

Hon. J. Nicholson: I did not insert it. It
is in the existing Aect.

Tt is three years in
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Hon, A. SANDERSON: Apparenily we
ar¢ reviewing the question of -divorece en-
tirely -on its inerits. That is justification
for the statement sent to me by the Moder-

“ator of the Presbyterian Chureh, who says,

‘“Each sueceeding Divoree Bill goes just a
little further in that direction, and the re-
sult on hational morality is appalling.’”’ I
question very much whether any of us is as
capable of speaking on this question as is
the Moderator, Littlé by little we are trend-
ing towards the standard of some of the
States of Americs.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: It is interesting
for me, as a member of the Presbyterian
Church, to listen t¢ the remarks of the
Modemtor, notwithstanding which my con-
victions will lead me to do as I think right,
In reply to the Moderator, I should like to
eall attention to some evidence given beforea
Royal Commission at Homie by a still more
distinguished leader of the Chureh, the

- Moderator Generdl of the Church of Seot-

landl, who is also Professor of Divinity in
the University'nf Edinburgh. He consi-
dered the.extension ¢f the scope of divorce

‘beyond the specific case of adultery was

justified on the grounil that while the ideal

‘whigh Christ set up wag binding on the

members of His kingdom, it ought not to be"
iniposed by foree upon a mixed socigty, in-
cliding many who were non-Christians or
only nominally Christians, and that the duty
of the Btate in relation to dissclution of
marriage was not to make the Christian
ideal eompulsory, but to make provision for
the rtelief of those who suffer injustice inm
marriage in so far as this iz compatible
with the general interesta of society.

The CHATRMAN: This is scarcely rcle-
vant to the amendment.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The majority re--
port of the Royal Commission before which
that evidence was given recomimended di-
voree after desertion for thres years, and
that recommendation is widely supported by
the women's organisations, whose views 1
fuoted the other day.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result—

Ayes 7
Naes 11
Majority against .. 4
AYES.
Hon, €. F, Baxter Hon, J. Nicholson
Hon. J. Duffell Hon, A. J. H. Saw
Hon. J. A. Grelg Hen, R. G. Ardagh
Hon, R. J. Lynn {Teller.)
NoEs, .
Hon, H. Carson Hon, H. Millington
Hon. E. M. Clarke Hon. J. Mills
Hen, J, Cuboingham Hen, A. Sanderson
Hon, J. 'W. Hickey Hon, H., J. Saunders
Hon, J. W. Kirwan Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. G, W. Miles (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
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Hon. A. SANDERSON: 1 bhave some
frash evidence to put before the Committee
in a final appeal te secure the rejection ot
this ¢lause. In Friday’s newspaper there
was ‘a telegram from Melbourne dealing
with the second reading of the Divoree Bill,
and especially. with regard to the question
of insanity. We are dealing with a Bill of
the same kind, introduced by a private mem-
ber, whereas it has been introduced in Vie-
toria by the Chief Becretary: The Victorian
measure provides that divorce, or judieial
separation, may be obtained from a person
of unsound mind who bas been an inmate of
an asylum in Victoria for not less than five
years, and who is wnlikely to recover.

. Hon, J. Nicholson: That is our law as it
is.
Hon. A. SANDERSQON: The Chief Secre-
tary said that the Bill was a deparfure
from the principles of the present divorce
law, and that if there were any eontributory
cause of insanity arising from an aet of
the petitioner, it would not be possible for
the divorce to be obtained. He also stated
that there were many safeguards in the Bill.
It is difficult to believe that the Vietorian
measure goes a3 far as this Bill does, It is
unfortunate we have not before us the full
report of the second reading speech before
the Victorian Parliament. My one anxiety
is to make every effort to bring our law into

accord with the law of the other Stafes. If.

the Committee will wait for the Vietorian
debate on this question, T am of opinion
that it might materially assist vs in coming
to a sound conclusion,

Hon, H. STEWART: I am opposed to
the clause. I was agtonished that the hon.
member should bring in a clause which will
remove all the safegnards which have been
deemed necessary in our exXisting legislation,
and which .are provided for in the Lunaecy
Act, - T he wanted to. modify the position
50 that people who have not been domiciled
in the State, and for whom there was no
room in an asylum in this State, have had
to be sent to another State to be kept there
in an institution nnder Government control,
he shonld have done it in some other way
by striking out the words ‘‘in accordance
with the Lunaey Act, 1903.”" T do not
think he can be serious in wishing to earry
such a clause.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Mr. Btewart is
under -3 misapprehension in regard to the
purport and proposed effect of this clause.
The c¢bject is to strike out the words *‘in
acgordance with the Lunacy Act, 1903.7°
Two things have to be complied with under
the Divorec Aet Amendment Act, 1911,
There must be confinement in an asylum
or other institution wlieh must be in accord-
ance with the Lunaey Act, 1803, the patient
must be there for five years, and the court
must be satisfied that the case is ineurable.
The effect of inserting the words ‘‘in ae-
cordance with the Lupaey Act, 1903,’’ has
been found by the courts to be this: If a
person so aflticted’ happens to have been for-
tunate enough to be taken to one of the
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other States, owing to the inadequacy of
the accommodation in our local institution,
no application can be made for divoreg in
this State until the afflicted person is
breught back and confined in an institution”
here, in saccordanee with the Lunacy Act,
1903. That Aet refars only te institu-
tions over which we have jurisdietion
and within the boundaries of the State.
The éffect of bringing a patient back
to this State i3 to ecast an indignity
upon that patient. There is no need
te bring a patient back here, or for
the insertion of the words I bave referred
to. ~ A person who is afflicted must be con-
fined in an asylum, and if this person is so
confined it does not matter whether it is
in this State or in one of the other States.
It is better for the patient to be confined
in an institution in one of the other States
than to be brought here to be sent to Clare-
mont. I.do not think Mr, Stewart has fully
grasped the position. The words which the
clause proposes to strike ont have no parti-
cular effect or authority.

Hon, H, STEWART: Tnstead of provid-
ing for the striking out of those words, the
clanse should rather provide for the inger-
tion of words permitting relief in the case
of a person whose wife or linsband is con-

-fined in an institution in another State. The

clause as it stands may affect the cases of
persons now in this State, Moreover, we
have mot sufficient definition of ‘‘asylum?’
or ‘‘institution.”’

Hon. A. J. H, SAW: In this State a per-
gson ¢an be confined in an asylam only uader
the provisiong of the Lunacy Act, 1803,

Hon. M. Stewart: That is the safeguard.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: No. The safeguard
ig that it must be proved to the satisfaction
of the judge that the person has been con-
fined in an asylum or a similar ingtitution
for a period of not less than five years, and
that the ease is incurable. The deletion
which the clause proposes will merely ob-

-viate unfortunate patients being brought

from a more comfortable institution in an-
other State to our institution at Claremont,

Hon. J.- W, KIRWAN: The Committes
are indebted to Mr. Stewart for bringing
this matter forward. The eclause un-
doubtedly does remove a safeguard exist-
ing at present. As Mr. Sanderson pointed
out, if the words proposed to be struck out
are removed, it will seriougly affect the
gection of the principal Act, as regards not
only lunatics outside the State but alse
lunatics within the State. The Lunacy Act
contains provisions by which persons of un-
sonnd mind may be removed to and from
another State. Section 25 of the Lunacy Act

"has a partieular bearing on that matter.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That iz a totally dif-
ferent 'thing,

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I claim that Seetion
25 of the Lunacy Aet hag at any rate some
hearing on the matter we are now discus-
ging. T agree with Mr. Stewart that in order
to achieve the purpose which Mr. Nicholson
has in view, thia clause onght to be differ-
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ently ‘worded, instéad of merely striking out
‘“in aecordance with the provisions of the
Lunacy Aect, 1903.” Those words ui-
doubtedly constitute a great safeguard, es-
pecially as the words ‘“or other institu-
tion’’ are ombodied in the prineipal Aect,
The pasging of this clause would widen the
prineipal Act much more than even M.
Nicholson, I think, desires. The hon. mem-
ber should consider the re-framing of the
clauge, There is a good deal of danger in
it as it stands, and on a diviston I shall
certainly vote with Mr. Stewart.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The provisions of
the Lunacy Act to which Mr. Kirwan re-
ferred are provisions relating to the frans-
ference of patients from one State to an-
other, which are given effect to by the
order of the Minister. They do not affect
the position as stated here. I may men-
tion that this clanse bas the approval of
the Crown Law Department, The object
is simply to remove the position ereated by
the insertion of the words whieh the clause
proposes to strike out, and so o save the
necessity which now exists for Dbringing
patients back to this State.” But if hon.
members think there is some special power
in the retention of fthose words, I have not
the slightest objection to their retention,
providing that. some other words, as sng-
gested by Mr. Stewart and Mr. Kirwan, are
added to eover cases outside the State. The
objection of those hon. members might be
met by the insertion of such words as ‘‘has
been confiend ag such in any asylum or
other institution in accordance with the pro-
vigions of the Lunaey Aet, 1903, in this
State, or has been confined in any asylum or
ingtitution of another State in aeccordance
with the laws in force relating to lunaties
or insane persons in such other State.”’

Hon, J. W. KIRWAN: Would Mr. Nichol-
son agree that, hefore a divorce is granted
in these circumstances, the provisions of
Section 25 of the Lunacy Aect should apply,
so that the patient may be romoved to the
asylum in this State? If a patient is in an
asylum in another State, is there any guar-
.antee that the husband will carry out his
obligations? Tf the woman were hrought
here, there would bhe a guarantee that the
intention of the Legislature would be earried
out.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Assuming that
the patient is confined in one of the other

. States, it is very mnch better that she should
Dbe there if the hushand neglected to comply
with the court’s order. If he left the coun-
try and the patient heeame a charge on the
State, she would, if bronght bere, becoma a
charge on this State.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: I was not consider-
ing the individual States.

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: The principal Aet
contains full power for the court to Ttequire
the husband to provide nocessary support,
There need be no anxiety on that peint.

Hon, H, SPTEWART: When T said that all
safeguards had been removed, I meant all
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sufeguards with respeet to the Lunacy Act
of 1903. I suggest that consideration of
the clause be postponed so that Mr. Nichol-
son may draft an amendment on the lines

indieated.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Tt was stated
during tbe course of & debate, I think on
repatriation, that some soldiers had become
demented owing to the horrors of the war.
The Committee were most anxious to aveoid
the stigma of insanity being placed on

those men and, ipather than have the
ordinary mental order for commitment
to the ' asylum, speecial steps were to
be taken for the protection of those

goldiers, What would their position be under
this clanse? It is ecertainly a novel argu-
ment in favour of the proposal that we
should get rid of the 'unfortunate person.

Hon, J. Nicholson: I did net put it for-
ward as an argument.

Hon. A SANDERSON: 1 reg'ret that it
wag mentioned. One.can readily see the im-
portance of having both parties in this State
and under the control of the court. Until
we have a divorce law applying to Australia
generally, and while we are arrogating to
ourselves the deliberate intention of legis-

lativg on what the Iate Sir Winthrop Hae-

kett described as the anost important matter
that could .come before Parliament, anyone
can realise the vital!importance of s having
hoth parties in the State and under the con-
trol of the court.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: TIf it ias the wish
of members to -further consider the eclause, T
am agreeable to progrese being reported.

[The Deputy President resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

BILL—DOG ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
C. P, Baxter—East) [840] in moving the
seeond reading said: The proposed Bill is
to provide further powers, largely of a ma-
chinery nature, to enable local authorities to
collect the licenses imposed on dogs by the
Act of 1903, and to carry out the prineiples
contained thercin, The various read bhoard
conferences and the boards themselves hawe
direeted attention to the necessity for pro-
viding these extra powers, which in them-
gelves are small, but which will be of great
asgistanee to the local auntheorities and the
police in carrying out the provisions of the
existing Aet. One of the principal faults of
the present law is, that before a person can
be summonsed for the non-registration of a
dog, it must be proved that the dog haa
Leen kept abt that place for a period of 21
days. The officials of local anthorities have

The-

reported that thev have gone to houses with

& view to providing the necessary evidence
of the keeping of dogs for 21 days bnt, on
the occasion of the second visit, have found
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that the dogs have bieen exchanged or kept
out of sight. This makes it very difli-
cult indeed for the authorities to obtain a
convietion, although’ they are well aware that
the dogs have been kept without being regis-
tered. Another trouble is experienced in
connection with the licensing of -sheep and
cattle dogs. Under the existing Act, there
is power to license, at a reduced fee, sheep
and cattle dogs kept bona fide for tending
sheep and cattle. Experience has shown that
it has been impossible to prove what bona-
fide means. Therefore, many dogs are kept
-gs sheep and cattle dogs and are licensed at
the redneed fee, although the owners posgesa
neither sheep nor cattle. Under the present
Agt, there is no way to compel those people
to pay the full rate.  When the Act was
framed, it was intended that this provision
should apply only to sheep owners, cattle
owners, and drovers, but it has been carried
much forther, and we now propose to amend
it to overcome this difficulty by providing
that those dogs kept for tending a limited
number of cattle or sheep shall be licensed
at half the fee charged for other dogs.
There is another difficulty in the present
Act, that a stray dog when seized
must be kept for three days before it is
destroyed. The .provision is -almost impos-
gible of operation in the country districts,
and in addition it is hardly worth while for
loeal officers to afttempt to catch a stray
dog. The police may find it impracticable
to cateh a stray dog, owing to it being
vicious, or it might cvade the police.

Hon. [T, Dufell: Or the police may have
a grudge against the dog.

The HONORARY MINISTER: If the
dog is registered the police cannot give effect
to any grudge against it. Under this Bill
power ig sought to give auvthority to destroy
such animals, Another difficulty has been
the want of a penal clause for the breach of
any regulations made under the Aet. Thia
omission has had a very retarding effect on
the operations of the Aet because when regu-
lations have been promulgated for carrying
ont the Aet, there has been no penalty to
enforee such by-laws, thus rendering them
inoperative. The existing Act provides that
each ahoriginal may keep a dog unlicensed,
but the difficulty is to find out which dog is
owned by the aboriginal and which is a stray
dog whieh has become attached to the eamp;
consequently aboriginal camps have often
droves of dogs unlicensed to the annoyanee
of all eoncerned, more partienlarly in the
dingo infested districts, It is proposed to
overcome this difliculty by allowing each
adult male aboriginal to still continne to
kave one dog, but that he must register it
free of cost, thereby enabling the police and
anthorities to know which dog is owned and
registered and destroy 2ll those which are
not. Tht present Act provides that dogs
ghall be registered when they are three
months old, but this is a hardship and it is
proposed to extend the time of registration
up to the age of mix months, similar to the
custom obtaining in other countries. The

[COUNGIL.)

six months can safely be taken as covering
the weaning period and selling age. The Bill
is only a short one. Clause 2 deals with the
age at which the registration of the dog shall
become necessary. Clause 4 corrects & mis-
print. Clause 5 provides for the registration
of dogs used in dAroving not less than five
head of cattle or twenty head of sheep at
half the preseribed rates. By Clanse 6 the

word ‘‘further’’ is inserted in Section 13 of

the pnnmpal Act, so that the intention of
the seetion may be more clearly expressed.
By Clause 7 the local authority is required
to supply the police with lists of registered
dogs. Under Clange 8 the owner of a dog
is required to see that the registration dise,
is attached to a collar on the dog. Clause
9 adds a proviso to Section 19 to enable the
police to shoot stray dogs when it is imprae-
ticable to capture them. Clause 10 zmends
Secetion 29 of the principal Aect, which re-
lates to dogs kept by aboriginal natives.
Clanse 12 enables the scheduled forms to be
varied, There may appear to be an increase
in the license fees but such is not the case.
There appears to be an increase in the l-
cense for sheep dogs from 2s, 6d. to 3s. 94.
We must take into consideration, however,
that a declaration has to be made and that
declaration’ costs 1s. Affer all, the increase
amounts to only 3d. and it is praposed to
wipe out the declaration altogether, That will
really mean that the inerease will be 3d. The
measure is only a small one but will confer a
great boon the loeal authorities by provid-
ing them with the necessary machinery to
carry on the existing Aect. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

On motion by Hon. H. Stewart, debate
adjourncd.

s

BILL—DROVING ACT AMENDMENT,
In Committee.

Hon. J. F. Allen in the Chair; the Hon-
orary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Hen. J. DUFFELL: I suggest that pro-
gress be reported. 8ir Edward Witteroom
and Mr, Holmes are interested in this mea-
sure and they have several important mat-
ters to bring forward. The leader of the
House should therefore see the inadvisability
of proceeding with the measure in the ab-
sence of those hon. members. So far as Sir
Edward Wittenoont is concerned, I know he
is unavoidably absent through having to be
present at an important meeting. I know he
would regret exceedingly if the Bill was pro-
ceeded with in his absence.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
no desire to force the Bill through Commit-
tee and in deference to the hon. member’s
wishes T will agree to progress being re-
ported

[The Deputy President resumed the Chair]

Progress reported.
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ADJOURNMENT--ROYAL SHOW.
The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. C.
¥, Baxter—East) [855]: I move— :

That the House at its rising adjourn to
Thursday, the 9th inst.

Question put and passed.
. House adjourned at 8.55 p.m.

Negislative Fssembdly,

Tuesday, 7th October, 1919,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.n. and read prayers,
QUESTION—RAILWAYS, FIREWOOD

HAULAGE,
Mr. MUNSTE asked the Minister for

Railways: 1, Wihat was the total amount
received in fre1ght for the financial year
ended the 30th June, 1919, by the Railway
Department for the llaulage of firewood—
(a) between Kurrawang and Golden Gate,
and (b) between Lakeside and Kamballict
2, What charges, if any, are being made to
the Lakeside Pirewood Company for the
right to haul firewood over the Lakeside-
Kamballie scction of the Government rail-

wayt
The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, (a) 159,099 tons, freight £10,418.

(b) Lakeside and Kamba.lhe, 157,816 tons,
freight £15,533. 2, Fourpence per ton, Tn
addition to this a charge of threepence per
ton is made for the wse of our wagons on
the company’s line.

on them?
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QUESTION—SOLDIER SETTLEMENT.

Blocks mortgaged to banks and
poison-infested.

Mr., WILLCOCK asked the Premier: 1,
Is he aware that the associated banks are
endeavouring to get soldiers to take up
blocks which are mortgaged to theinh, with
a view to the soldiors subsequently obtain-
ing an advance under the Boldier Bettle-
ment. Scheme? 2, Is hs algo aware that
some of the blocks referred to have poizon
3, If 50, will he advise soldiers
taking up land under the foregoing ecireum-
stances to obtain a guarantee that there ‘is
no poison on the tand, or that if poison is
plesent they will be advised accordingly?

Tihe PREMIER replied: 1, No, 8, No.
3; The Controlier, Soldler Setitlement
Scheme, will take all precautions possible,

This is now done in every case. Where an

advaneca i3 asked on the security of land.

QUESTION—RAILWAY, GERALDTON-
QUE, WASHAWAY.

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Ts he aware that there is a
serions washaway at the 193-miles or there-
abouts on the Geraldten-Cue railwayt 2,
Is hé awave that there have heen several
serious wasghaways at the spot gince the line
was constructed? 3, Will he endeavour,
during the period of repairs, to have some
provigion made for the storm waters to pass
under the line and save the serious disloca-
tion of traffic and expense of repairs which
have been necessary in the past owing to
washaways in this locality?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Considerable: wagshaways teok
place on the Cue line between 179 miles and
195 miles on the night of the 30th ult, and
were made safe for the passage of trains
early on the morning of the 3rd inst. 2,
Washaways have occurred about this mile-
age on several previous oceasions. 3, Addi-
tional openings have been placed under the

" line. and the line has heen Jowered to allow

of the flood waters passing over the rails,
gimilar to the original congtruction of the
line between Cue and Naonine. The Chief
Engineer will visit the localities during the
week.,

Q UESTION—WHEAT, GUARANTEED
PRICE.

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Honorary Min-
ister: 1, What iz the guarantes given to
the farmers for this season’s crop of wheat
per bushel? 2, Doeg this guarantee inelnde
freight to. the port or depot? 3, In the event
of the gunranteed price not bemg realiged,
who will make up the difference between the
guatanteed price and the price actually re-
aligdd?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: 1,
The ‘guarantee price to the farmer for tha



